
 January 18 & 19, 2020 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (lesson 3) 
Daniel 4 

Unit: Hope in Exile 
Unit Bible Verse: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Bible Story: Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, shared a message about the wonderful things God had 
done for him. One night, the king had a scary dream. He asked the wise men in his kingdom to tell him what 
the dream meant, but the wise men did not know. So, the king told Daniel about his dream. 

“I saw a big, strong tree. Its top was in the sky, and everyone could see it. The tree had beautiful leaves and 
fruit, and animals lived in and around the tree. An angel came down from heaven and said, ‘Cut down the 
tree!’ Only the stump and roots would be left. Then the angel said something strange: the tree’s mind would 
change from a human’s mind into an animal’s mind. He said this would happen so that people would know 
God is ruler over everyone - even kings.” 

The dream made Daniel feel afraid too, and he told the king what it meant. “The tree is you. You are great and 
strong,” Daniel said. “Like the tree was cut down, you will go away from people. You will live with wild animals 
and eat grass. Like the stump was left in the ground, your kingdom will not be completely destroyed; it will be 
given back to you when you learn that God rules over everything.” 

One year later, the king’s dream came true. He walked on the roof of his palace and said, “My kingdom is 
great! I built this kingdom with my power and for my glory!” 

Suddenly, the king heard a voice from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, you will go away from people. You will 
live with wild animals and eat grass until you learn that God rules over everything.” Nebuchadnezzar went 
away from people. He ate grass like a cow, his hair grew long like eagles’ feathers, and his nails grew sharp like 
birds’ claws. 

After some time, the king looked up to the sky and praised God. He had learned that God rules over 
everything. His kingdom was given back to him, and the king worshiped God. 

Questions/Discussion 

1) What are some ways we are tempted to think we are great (pride)? 
2) How can praying help us fight against pride? 

Christ Connection: Pride is thinking you are great. God showed the king that only God is truly great. Jesus is the 
King of kings who came to earth and died on the cross. Jesus saves sinners so we can show others that He is 
greatest of all. 

Family Activity: Go on a nature walk or visit a nature 

center or Como Conservatory. Remind kids of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. Talk about how creation 

shows God’s greatness. 

Prayer: God, You are greatest of all! Help us remember 

that everything good we have is a gift from You! Thank 

You for giving us the greatest gift when You sent Jesus 

to die on the cross for our sin. In Jesus’ name, amen. 



Lesson Summary: Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar had witnessed the power of the one true God when 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were delivered from the fiery furnace. (See Dan. 3.) Daniel 4 records a 

proclamation from the king, a first-person account for all nations of a dream and its life-changing fulfillment. 

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about a strong, mighty tree that was cut down. Only the stump and roots remained. 

God got Nebuchadnezzar’s attention. His wise men could not explain what the dream meant, but Daniel - who 

came to Babylon with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego - was able to interpret the dream. Like the tree, 

Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would be taken away. But the dream gave an element of hope to the king: His 

kingdom would be restored when he acknowledged God as ruler over everything. 

A year later, just when everything seemed to be going right for Nebuchadnezzar, the dream came true. He was 

walking on the roof of his palace making prideful statements when God suddenly spoke to him. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogance and pride resulted in his humiliation. He was driven away from people, he ate 

grass like cattle, his hair grew long, and his nails were like birds’ claws. After some time, Nebuchadnezzar 

experienced complete transformation. He looked up to heaven and praised God. He acknowledged God as 

“the King of the heavens” (Dan. 4:37). 

As you talk with your kids, emphasize that pride steals God’s glory. Point out how God humbled King 

Nebuchadnezzar to show that God is in control. Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson we must remind ourselves 

daily: God is God, and we are not. He alone deserves honor and glory. Rather than proudly seeking our own 

fame and glory, we seek His fame and glory. 

Nebuchadnezzar was a sinful man who exalted himself, and God humbled him. Point kids to Jesus - the sinless, 

eternal Son - humbled Himself, and God exalted Him. We can trust Jesus as King and live for God’s glory. 

Unit Key Memory Verse: 1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18 

• Age 2 – 3: “…pray…give thanks…”  

• Age 4 – 5: “…pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances...” 

• Grade K – 3: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God...” 

• Preteen: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

Preteen Daily Readings: This week’s (January 13) readings are 1 Peter 4:12-13, James 1:2-4, 2 Timothy 1:8-9, 
Mark 8:36-38, Romans 10:10-12 and Hebrews 12:1-2. 

Family Devotional: Our desire is for kids to hear from the Bible first at home and then have the message be 
reinforced at church on the weekend. In addition to, or in lieu of the provided story, you can use these 
devotionals with your family. These can be purchased in the Berean Café.  
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